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The session aims to address issues related to the theme of local and sustainable development in Southern
Europe. Over the last years, a growing body of work has appeared in the overlapping literatures dealing with
New Regionalism, local economic development and the cultural economy, on the one hand, and with
sustainable modes of development, on the other. In this context, cities and regions in Southern Europe have
been a crucial source of inspiration and investigation in the analysis of local and sustainable development
policies and the cross-fertilisation between theory and practice. Contrarily to the past, however, Southern
Europe has somehow vanished as a ‘common’ space of reference and reflection within urban and regional
studies, in line with the more general (and regrettable) decline of ‘area studies’ within English-speaking
geography (Bonnett, 2003). This session aims to bring together papers focusing on discourses, theories and
practices of local and sustainable development within the regions and cities of Southern Europe.
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